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when it panders to vulgar taste or local prejudices, then, for my part, I desire to escape from a profession which, while attended with many heart-wearing annoyances, offers no high object of ambition, and neither elevates the mind nor fills the pocket.
Henceforth my appearances in public are confined to the Lecture-room; and my ambition is fully satisfied in being received as an Interpreter of Shakspere's inspired page, without the aid or drawback, whichever it may be considered, (and there are strong arguments for either view) of stage accessories, costume, scenery, and a company of actors. I never stand at the Reading-desk, in my plain, evening toilette'3 with the works of him who
" was not of an age, but for all time,"
open before me, that I do not congratulate myself on being freed from the pomp and circumstance of the Theatre; its conventional trammels, and its inharmonious accompaniments.
" Aye, marry! now my soul has elbow-room! "
There is nothing to contract its flight, to disturb or interrupt the current of my conceptions, or to break the consistency of my design. If my audience do not answer to my calls on their emotions by a sympathetic communion of heart and mind with mine, then the fault and the shame are mine alone. If they do, if they follow me, not only with eye and ear, but withs to be regarded as affording amusement worthy of the attention and encouragement of cultivated minds, and onlyhat make one hate a theatre, and all connection with it.
